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Ministry of Power Floats Draft CAFE-IlIl Norms with Special
Incentives for Biofuel Vehicles

In a decisive environmental policy push, the central government has unveiled the official
draft for Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE)-Ill norms, scheduled to be
enforced from April 1, 2027. The updated framework places tight carbon footprint
reduction regulations on automobile manufacturers, while introducing special compliance
incentives for vehicles running on 100% ethanol and advanced biofuels. This policy is
highly relevant for climate action and industrial production exams, as it utilizes clean
energy mandates to accelerate the adoption of flex-fuel technology across the passenger
vehicle market.

Posted: 11:16 AM

Digital Threat Report 2025-26 Warns of ‘Al Asymmetry' Risk in
India's Financial BFSI Sector

The newly published Digital Threat Report 2025-26 has raised red flags over a
growing risk termed 'Al Asymmetry' within India's Banking, Financial Services, and
Insurance (BFSI) sector. The report details a structural gap where cybercriminals deploy
automated commercial Al tools at minimal costs, while defensive banking institutions
remain slowed by human-paced audit cycles. For cybersecurity and economic
infrastructure papers, this document is a critical reference, emphasizing the need for
financial regulators to immediately deploy real-time Al-enabled defensive architecture to
secure transaction data.

Posted: 11:16 AM



Geopolitical Conflict Intensifies as US Air Forces Execute Strikes
on Iran's Greater Tunb Island

Global markets and energy corridors faced severe geopolitical shockwaves after the
United States military carried out targeted daytime airstrikes against cruise missile
batteries on Iran's strategically vital Greater Tunb Island. Following the complete
breakdown of the interim peace memorandum, this military action marks a sharp
escalation near the critical Strait of Hormuz maritime chokepoint. For international
relations and global geography exams, this conflict is highly significant, as any prolonged
disruption in this trade lane directly impacts global oil supplies, helium logistics, and
cross-border shipping insurance rates.

Posted: 11:16 AM

Indian Grey Hornbill Sighted in Gujarat’s Gir Forest After an
Ecological Gap of 60 Years

Wildlife biologists and forest authorities have confirmed the official nesting return of the
Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris) inside Gujarat's Gir National Forest after an
absence spanning nearly six0 years. As a primary arboreal species, the hornbill acts as a
crucial ecological seed disperser, and its natural return signals a restoration of micro-
climate layers and deep canopy densities. For environmental and biodiversity exam
sections, this recovery serves as empirical proof validating the long-term habitat
rehabilitation guidelines executed across the Gir sanctuary region, expanding avian
biodiversity indices.

Posted: 11:15 AM

Cabinet Approves '‘NIPU-2026' Framework to Bridge India's 10
Million Tonne Urea Import Deficit

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has ratified the National
Integrated Phosphatic and Urea Plan (NIPU-2026) to drive agricultural structural
stability. This mega scheme secures structured public and private capital injections to set
up high-efficiency, gas-based manufacturing hubs. The strategic objective is to entirely
bridge India's current 10 million tonne annual urea production shortfall, moving the
country toward chemical self-reliance. For rural development papers, NIPU-2026
stabilizes input availability for smallholder farmers and minimizes global trade
fluctuations.

Posted: 11:15 AM



Ministry of Youth Affairs Unveils 'VBYCP-2026' Campaign Focused
on Substance Abuse Prevention

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has officially flagged off the month-long Viksit
Bharat Yuva Connect Programme (VBYCP) 2026. Operating under the central theme
“Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat”, the initiative deploys massive grassroots
counseling setups, digital public interactive workshops, and educational checks targeting
individuals aged 15 to 25 across rural and tribal clusters. For governance and social
sector examinations, this framework serves as an essential reference, illustrating how
integrated youth outreach schemes can tackle substance dependency to protect the
nation's human capital.

Posted: 11:15 AM

India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)
Officially Enters into Force

Marking a monumental milestone in global trade diplomacy, the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) has officially come into
effect. Operationalized under Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, the deal grants
immediate zero-duty market access for nearly 99% of India's total exports heading to the
United Kingdom, covering textiles, leather, and gems. For international relations and
financial banking papers, this treaty marks a shift in post-Brexit commerce dynamics. It
unlocks billions in bilateral merchandise valuation, streamlines work visa rules for Indian
tech professionals, and scales up shared industrial supply routes.

Posted: 11:14 AM

Maharashtra Becomes the First Indian State to Legalize Rights for
Women Farmers Without Land Titles

In a historic legislative initiative for social equality, Maharashtra has enacted the
landmark Women Farmers Empowerment Act, 2026. This unique statute formally
registers and protects the economic identities of women engaged in agriculture,
guaranteeing them direct access to subsidized seeds, corporate crop loans, and welfare
benefits without requiring traditional ancestral land ownership titles. For polity, sociology,
and gender justice modules, this law represents a major progressive framework,
removing historical institutional barriers that systematically excluded women cultivators
from state financial grids due to a lack of land registrations.

Posted: 11:14 AM



Union Cabinet Clears '‘'Semicon 2.0' Mission with a Massive Outlay
of X1.27 Lakh Crore

In a historic move to transform India into a global electronics powerhouse, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
officially approved the second phase of the India Semiconductor Mission, named
Semicon 2.0. Backed by a massive fiscal outlay of X1.27 lakh crore spanning six
years, this phase specifically focuses on subsidizing the entire semiconductor ecosystem,
including raw material manufacturers, chemicals, and critical gases. For economic and
technical competitive papers, this is an apex upgrade over the first phase, projecting to
draw domestic investments worth X4 lakh crore and fostering ultimate chip
manufacturing self-reliance.

Posted: 11:05 AM



